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“Burma today [is] a society not 
where authoritarian rule is 
successfully maintaining the 
stability of the state, as promised by 
its military regime, but rather a 
country where the rule of law is 
non-existent and government 
officers are increasingly running out 
of control.”   
-- AHRC Human Rights Report 2006 

“jrefrmjynfu tpdk;&tzGJ@tpnf;tm;vHk;[m vlxkudk 
zdESdyfcsKyfjc,fwJhXmeawG jzpfaeygw,f? 2006 ckESpf 
twGif; wdk;wufaumif;rGefr_ bmwpfckrSr&SdcJhygbl;? 
'Drdkua&pDjyKjyifa&;u¾yJjzpfjzpf/ vl@tcGifhta&; 
u¾rSmyJqdkqdk/ vlr_b0awGrSmyJjzpfap taygif; 
vuQ%m bmwpfckrS rawG@&ygbl;Asm?”  
-- bmqD;vf zmeJef;'dk;/ AHRC .OuUXjzpfol 



1. &Jrsm;. &dkufESufr_a=umifh yef;waemf+rdK@e,fwGif touf 20 t&G,f t&yfom;wpfOD; aoqHk; 
 -- AGDtdkat/ 19 Zefe0g&D 2007/ DVB 
 
Zefe0g&Dv 10 &ufae@nu {&m0wDwdkif;/ yef;waemf+rdKe,frSm touf 20 t&G,f armifcsrfuGrf; (ac:) 
udkjrifhodef;udk yef;waemf+rdK@e,f &Jpcef;u 'k&Jtkyf pdk;rdk;eJ@ &yfuGufvl}uD;awGu vma&muf ac:aqmif 
oGm;cJh+yD;aemufwpfae@rSm ol aoqHk;oGm;cJhygw,f? &JawG&J@ &dkufESufr_a=umifh aoqHk;cJh&wmjzpfw,fvdk@ 
rdom;pku ajymygw,f? tjynfhpHkudk AGDtdkatjrefrmydkif;tpDtpOf xdkif;EdkifiHtajcpdkuf owif;axmuf 
a':at;at;rmu wifjyxm;ygw,f? 
 
'DudpPeJ@ywfouf+yD; rdom;pk0ifawGu wm0ef&SdolawGudk ta&;,laqmif&Gufay;zdk@twGuf AdkvfcsKyfrSL; }uD; 
oef;a&$/ {&m0wDwdkif; wkdif;rSL;/ jynfxJa&;0ef}uD; &JcsKyf cif&Dwdk@xHudk "gwfyHkeJ@wuG wdkif=um;xm;ygw,f? 
jzpfyGm;yHkuawmh armifcsrfuGrf; (ac:) jrifhodef;[m rtlyifuae rcsrf;+idrf;cdkifvdk@ trnf&wJh 
trsdK;orD;wpfOD;udk yef;waemf+rdK@udk Zefe0g&Dv 4 &ufae@u cdk;vmcJhygw,f? nm;cgp ZeD;armifESH[m csrfuGrf; 
&J@ tpfudkjzpfolxHrSm wnf;cdk+yD; {nfhpm&if;wdkifcJhygw,f? 10 &ufae@n 12 em&DcGJtcsdefavmufrSmawmh 
csrfuGrf;udk zrf;qD;ac:aqmifoGm;ygw,f? aemufwpfae@reufrSmawmh &JwpfOD;vma&muf+yD; ZeD;jzpfoludk 
vmac:cJhwJhta=umif; tJ'DaemufrSmawmh cifyGef;jzpfol&J@ tavmif;udk awG@cJh&wJhta=umif; rcsrf;+idrf;cdkifu 
tckvdk ajymjyygw,f? 
 
“&Jwpfa,mufu iSufzsm;ydk; OD;aESmufxJ0ifvdk@ aq;&Hkwifvdkuf&w,fvdk@ ajymygw,f? tJ'geJ@ 
vrf;wpf0ufvnf;a&mufa&m tJ'D &Jtkyfu b,fvdkajymvJqdkawmh tJ'D qdkifu,faemufudk usaemf 
vkdufoGm;wm/ usaemfh a,muQrawGu pufbD;eJ@vmwmukd olu b,fvdk ajymvJqdkawmh 
eifha,musfm;udkwJh &Jbufajy;rdkvdk@ zrf;wmwJh/ olwdk@ vmpOfwkef;u {nfhpm&if;udpPeJ@ vmwm/ &Jbufajy;udk 
zrf;zdk@qdk+yD; olwdk@vmwmvJr[kwfbl;? tJ'geJ@ aq;&Hka&S@a&mufawmh wyfom; wpfa,mufudk usaemfhudk 
v$Jajymif;ay;vdkufw,f? nwkef;u zrf;ac:vmwJhaumifav;&J@ rdef;rvdk@ ajymw,f? tJ'Dwyfom;OD;av;}uD;u 
usaemfhycHk;udkzuf+yD; orD; pdwfcdkifcdkifxm;ayghaemf/ orD; a,mufsm;awmh qHk;oGm;+yDvdk@ajymw,f? tJ'gvnf; 
usaemf r,Hkao;bl;? aq;&HkxJ a&mufoGm;wm aygh? oef@&Sif;a&;aqmifrSm uGyfyspfay:rSm/ tuôsuvnf; 
[+yJ}uD;eJ@/ aemuf+yD; vufwpfzufudkvnf; oH}udK;awG cwfxm;w,f? toufuif;rJhaewmayghaemf? tJ'geJ@ 
usaemfuvnf; owdvufvGwfaygh aemf/ idkawmh idkcsifw,f/ rsuf&nfu rxGufbl;? &ifxJrSm pdk@aewmaygh? 
tJ'geJ@ olwdk@ rdom;pkawG tukefvHk; a&mufvmawmh usaemfvnf; 0rf;enf;yufvufeJ@ idkwmayghaemf? 
r=umygbl;? &ifcGJ&Hk ydk@&r,fvnf;usa&m usaemfh cJtdkawGuae+yD;awmh 0dkif;rwJhtcsdefrSm tJ'DrSm aemufpdu 
awmfawmf av;udk aysmhaew,f? vufwpfvufravmufawmh &SdrSmaygh/ csdKifh0ifoGm;wm? tJ'Daemufpdem;rSm 
vnf; aoG;awGu xGufaew,f? rsufESmawGua&m/ ab;zufawGa&m/ vufzsHzufawGa&m xdk;}udwf 
xm;wmawGayghaemf? nmzuf &iftHkrSma&m enf;enf; rdk@armufaewmayghaemf? enf;enf; !dkaewm aygh? 
aemuf+yD;awmh r&dkaopum;ajym&&if rpifawGa&m xGufaewmawGa&m/ apmifrSmayaewm awGa&m/ tJ'DrSm 
vHkaxG;xm;aewmawGaygh?” 
 
tckvdkrsdK; &J0efxrf;awG &dkufESufvdk@ aoqHk;cJh&w,fvdk@ rdom;pk0ifawGuajymcJhwJh armifcsrfuGrf;[m 10 ESpf 
12 ESpft&G,fu avv$ifhuav;jzpfcJh+yD; azmufxGif;r_eJ@ axmifuscJhzl;wmawmh &SdcJhw,fvdk@ qdkygw,f? 
&Jbufajy;awmh r[kwfygbl;qdk+yD; ZeD;jzpfolu ajymygw,f? ZeD;jzpfol rcsrf;+idrf;cdkif[m 'DudpPeJ@ywfouf+yD; 
A[dkw&m;&Hk;csKyfa&S@aeawGeJ@wdkifyif+yD; tr_zGifhzdk@vnf; vkyfaqmifaeygw,f? tckvdkrsdK; tm%mydkifawGu zrf; 
qD;ac:aqmifoGm;+yD; aoqHk;cJh&wJhtr_awGxJu trsdK;om;'Drdkua&pDtzGJ@csKyf vli,ftzGJ@0if udkatmifEdkif0if;&J@ 
tr_qdkvdk@&Sd&if tcktcsdeftxd tm%mydkifawGzufu ta&;,laqmif&GufwmrsdK;awG r&Sdao;wJhtjyif 
ZeD;jzpfol&J@ wdkif=um;csufawGudk +rdK@e,f/ wdkif;/ A[dkw&m;&Hk;tqifhqifhuae y,fcswmudkyJ cHcJh&ygw,f? 
 
 
 



DVB owif;XmerS 
 
yef;waemf&Juac:aqmifoGm;jyD; '%f&mAvyGeJ@ aoqHk;cJh&wJh udkcsefuGrf;ac: udkjrifhodef; &Jh &ufvnf 
qGrf;oGyfyGJudk 'Duae@rdom;pk0ifawGu tusOf;&Hk;jyKvkyfcJhw,fvdk@od&ygw,f? aoqHk;wmwywfjynfh ayrJh 
ta&;,laqmif&Gufr_wpHkw&mrjyKvkyfao;bl;vdk@vJod&ygw,f? 'Dowif;tao;'pdyfudkawmh 'DD AGDbD 
owif;axmuf udkat;Edkifu owif;ay;ydk@xm;ygw,f?  
 
udkjrifhodef;twGuf &ufvnfqGrf;oGyfudk yef;waemfðrd@e,f a'gejcH 6 &yfuGufrSm&SdwJh udkjrifhodef;&J@tr rrdaX; 
&JhaetdrfrSm 'Duae@reuftm&Hkwufydkif;u bkef;=uD; 5 yg;/ yifhzdwfjyD; rkef@[if;cg; qGrf; qufuyf 
tr#ay;a0cJhygw,f? 
 
udkjrifhodef;aoqHk;cJhyHkuawmh udkjrifhodef;eJ@rcsrf;jidrf;cdkifwdk@ 2 OD; yef;waemfjrdK@udk ,ckvqef; 5 &uf ae@u 
cdk;&mvdkufajy;jyD;wywft=umrSm jzpfcJhwmyg? olwdk@[m {nfhpm&if;wdkifxm;ayrJh yef;waemfðrd@e,f &Jpcef;u 
'k&Jtkyfpdk;rdk;eJ@ &J 7 OD; 10 tdrf;rSL; wOD;u udkjrifhodef;udk {nfhpm&if;ta=umif;jyvdk@ tckv n 10 &ufae@ n 
oef;acgif,HrSm vma&mufac:aqmifoGm;cJhygw,f? 
 
aemufwae@eHeufrSmawmh yef;waemfjrdK@aq;&Hk oef@&Sif;a&;aqmifu ukwifav;wvHk;ay:rSm '%f&mawG 
AvyGeJ@ yufvufvefaewJh tavmif;udkjrifawG@cJh&wmyg? aoG;&dk;om;&dk;aoqHk;wmr[kwfyJ ESdyfpuf nSif;yef;  
wJh'%f&mawGeJ@twl oH=udK;csnfaESmifxm;/ wJh cifyGef;onftavmif;udk oljrifawG@cJh&w,fvdk@ ZeD;jzpfol 
rcsrf;jidrf;cdkifu  
 
awmfawmfav;udk&dkufxm;ovm;rodbl;/ vufuav;awmifenf;enf;aumufaew,f? ydk;pdk;yufpufbJ/  
vufwzufu oH=udK;udkcsnfxm;w,f/ vufwzufu awmhatmufrSmvJ csnfxm;w,f/ 
tukefvHk;oufaoac:jyvdk@&w,f/ vltrsm;pkjrifwm/ 
 
yef;waemf&Jpcef;udk rae@uar;jref;&mrSm- 
 
'k&JtkyfaX;atmifu jzpfwJhnu 'Daumif&Jbufajy;a&muf&Sdaea=umif;/ owif;a&mufw,f/ wyfzGJ@0ifawGu 
oGm;a&mufzrf;qD;w,f/ &Jbufajy;r_eJ@csKyfw,f/ 'Daumifudk eHeufcif;=uawmh axmifudkydk@&w,fav/ 
&Jbufajy;qdkawmh/ olu iSufzsm; a&m*gwufaew,fvdk@ owif;ydk@w,f/ aq;&Hkudkvdkufydk@ay;&w,f? 4 em&D 
avmuf=umawmh iSufzsm;a&m*geJ@qHk;oGm;ygw,f/ aq;&Hkydk@ wJhtcgrSm aq;ukozdk@twGufol@udkvufxdyf 
oH=udK;vHk;0rcyfbl;cifAs/ aq;pmuawmh 'Dae@&r,fvdk@awmh usaemf wdk@od&ygw,f?  
 
&Ju,ckvdkajymayrJ@ udkjrifhodef;&Jhzcif OD;cspfxl;uawmh &dkufowfw,fvdk@bJ usaemfuawmhxifw,f/ 
wjcm;rsufjrif t&yfom;wOD;udk qufoG,far;jref;=unfh&mrSmvJ ukwifeJ@vludk cg;aumygaum a&modkif; 
xm;jyD;awmh csKyfaESmifxm;wmudkawG@&ygw,fcifAs/ 
 
vnfyif;uaepjyD;awmh em;tHktxdudkvJ ndKrJpGJaewJh '%f&mawGvJawG@&ygw,fcifAs/ 
aq;ppfcsuftowdtus od&SdEdkifzdk@twGuf yef;waemfjrdK@e,f aq;&Hkudk qufoG,far;jref;&mrSm  
'Daq;pmeJ@ywfoufjyD;awmh usr wdk@taeeJ@tjyifudkvHk;0ajymydkifcGifhr&Sdygbl;&Sifh/ 
 
udkjrifhodef;aq;ppfcsuf vufcH&&Sdr_&Sdr&Sd/ yef;waemf&Jpcef;udk'Duae@xyfrH ar;jref;&mrSmawmh wm0efus 
'k&Jtkyf apmxl; u oliSufzsm;a&m*geJ@qHk;oGm;wmyg/  
 
aq;ppfcsuf&jyDvm;cifAsm;/ 



 
r&ao;ygbl;/ oGm;,laeygw,f/ 'ghtjyifolu rtlyifaxmifudkrydk@cifrSm iSufzsm;wufwma=umifh 
aq;ukojyD;rS axmifudk ydk@r,fvdk@ajymygw,f/  
 
'g@a=umifhudkjrifhodef;[m yef;waemf&JawG&JhvufxJrSmbJ '%f&mawG&cJhovm;vdk@ 
ar;cGef;awGqufjzpfay:apygw,f/ &JawG&J@ajz&Sif;csufeJ@ rdom;pk0ifawG tygt0if 
tavmif;udkjrifawG@&olawG&J@ ajymqdkcsufawG[m uGJvGJaeygw,f?  
 
udkjrifhodef;aoqHk;qHk;jcif;/ yef;waemf&Jpcef;rSm vlowfr_tjzpf/ 2 =udrf tr_ zGifhcJhayrJh &JawGu vufrcHbl;vdk@ 
ZeD;onfeJ@ rdom;pk0ifawGuajymjy=ujyD; &Jpcrf;uawmh aor_aocif;zGifh xm;w,fvdk@ omqdkygw,f?  
 
'DudpPudkaz:xkyf ta&;,lay;zdk@ ZeD;onf rcsrf;jidrf;cdkif[m jynfxJa&;0ef=uD;XmeeJ@&JcsKyfwdk@xH ,ckv 14 
&ufae@uwdkif=um;cJhygw,f/ qufvufjyD;awmhvJ w&m;pGJqdk tr_&ifqdkifoGm;r,fvdk@vJ qdkygw,f?  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 



2. jrefrmtm%mydkifrsm;. rw&m;r_rsm;udk ta&;,lay;&ef AHRC ta&;ay:yef=um;csuf xkwf  
-- AGDtdkat/ 25 Zefe0g&D 2007 
 
jrefrmEdkifiHtwGif; w&m;Oya'pdk;rdk;a&;twGuf tm%mydkifawGu usL;vGefcJhwJh jypfr_awG/ rw&m;r_ 
wdkif=um;r_awGudk csufcsif;qdkovdk ta&;,l wHk@jyefay;zdk@qdk+yD;awmh a[mifaumiftajcpdkuf tm&Svl@tcGifh 
ta&;aumfr&Sifuae ta&;ay:yef=um;csufwpfapmif xkwfygw,f? 'DudpPeJ@ywfoufvdk@ tJ'Daumfr&Sif&J@ 
ajymcGifh&yk*~dKvfudk OD;ausmfaZmf!$ef@u qufoG,far;jref;xm;ygw,f? 
 
+yD;cJhwJh Ak'<[l;eJ@ =umoyaw;ae@rsm;u a[mifaumifrSmtajcpdkufwJh tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sif 
u jrefrmEdkifiHu oufqdkif&mtm%mydkifawGtaeeJ@ tr_rSefay:aygufa&;twGuf csufcsif;ta&;,laqmif&Guf 
ay;zdk@&ef ta&;ay: yef=um;csufawGudk xkwfjyefcJhygw,f? bma=umifh tJ'Dvdk xkwfjyef&ygovJvdk@ 
tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sifudk qufoG,far;jref;&mrSm aumfr&SifajymcGifh&u  
 
“{&m0wDwdkif;/ yef;waemf+rdK@rSm &Ju zrf;qD;csKyfaESmifxm;pOftwGif; rouFmzG,faoqHk;cJh 
&wJh jrefrmEdkifiHom;wpfOD;&J@ aor_aocif;eJ@ywfouf+yD; usaemfwdk@ &&Sdxm;wJh owif;tcsuftvuf 
awGtay:rSm rlwnf+yD;awmh }uD;rm;wJhpdk;&drfa=umifh=ur_awG jzpf&ygw,f?”  vdk@ AHRC ajymcGifh& 
u ajymoGm;ygw,f? 
 
Zefe0g&Dv 12 &ufae@u {&m0wDwdkif; yef;waemf+rdK@rSm vufwpfzufudk opfom;ukwifabmifrSm 
vufxdyfcwf+yD; '%f&m'%fcsufawGeJ@ aoqHk;ae&wJh armifcsrfuGrf; aoqHk;r_udk t"duxm;+yD;awmh 2006 
ckESpf ESpfywfvnftpD&ifcHpmrSm a&;om;azmfjyxm;jcif;jzpfygw,f? 'ghtjyif rl;,pfaq;0g;wkdufzsufa&; 
txl;&J&J@ &dkufESufr_a=umifhaoqHk;cJh&wJh armifaeaZmf/ jrLeDpDy,feJ@ rD;owfwdk&J@ &dkufESufr_a=umifh aoqHk;cJh& 
wJh udkoufEdkifOD;/ ppfaxmufvSef;a&;wdk@&J@ ESdyfpufr_a=umifh aoqHk;cJh&wJh udkatmifvd_if0if;wdk@&J@ tr_awGudk 
vnf; tr_wGJ eHygwfwyf+yD; tao;pdwf rSwfwrf;wifazmfjyxm;wmudkvnf; awG@&ygw,f? 'geJ@ywfouf+yD; 
ajymcGifh&yk*~dKvfu  
 
“wu,fh jy\emuawmh tzrf;cH&ol/ epfemol&J@ rdom;pk0ifawGu oufqdkif&mudk 
wdkifwef;csifayr,f wdkifcsufzGifhvdk@r&wmygyJ?”  vdk@ olu ajymygw,f? 
 
'geJ@ywfouf+yD; tJ'D yk*~dKvfu  
 
“zrf;qD;csKyfaESmifcH&olawG&J@ tr_wGJeJ@ywfouf+yD; aoaocsmcsm pepfwus rSwfwrf;wif 
jzpfatmifwifzdk@ }udK;pm;zdk@ygyJ? tJ'Dvdk vkyfaqmifxm;jcif;tm;jzifh aemifwpfcsdefrSm tJ'Dtr_eJ@ 
ywfouf+yD; &EdkifwJhenf;vrf;awG/ jzpfEdkifwJhzdtm;awGudkay;+yD; usaemfwkd@tm;vHk; }udK;pm;ay;Edkif 
ygw,f? txl;ajym=um;vdkwmuawmh tr_udk rSwfwrf;wifjzpfatmifwif+yD;awmh wdkifwef;xm;zdk@ 
ygyJ? AHRC aumfr&SiftaeeJ@ ar#mfvifhxm;wmuawmh aemifwpfae@rSm tr_rSef ay:aygufvmEdkif 
w,fqdkwmygyJ?”  vdk@ AHRC ajymcGifh&u ajymoGm;ygw,f? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



3. 2006 ckESpftwGif; vl@tcGihfta&;csKd;azmufonfh EkdifiHrsm;xJ jrefrmEdkifiH xdyfwef; - tpD&ifcHpm 
 -- AGDtdkat/ 21 'DZifbm 2006 
 
jrefrmEdkifiH[m a'owGif; vl@tcGifhta&;csKd;azmufr_ trsm;qHk;EdkifiHwpfcktjzpf qufvuf wnf&Sdae 
wJhta=umif; a[mifaumiftajcpdkuf AHRC vdk@ac:wJh tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sifu 2006 ckESpftwGuf 
xkwfjyefcJhwJh tm&SEdkifiHrsm;qdkif&m tpD&ifcHpmrSmazmfjyxm;ygw,f? tjynfhtpHkudk OD;cifarmifpdk;u wifjy 
xm;ygw,f? 
 
tm&SEdkifiH 11 ck&J@ vl@tcGifhta&;tajctaeawGudk avhvmpdppf+yD;xkwfjyefcJhwJh AHRC &J@ jrefrmjynfqkdif&m 
tpD&ifcHpm[m pmrsufESm 15 rsufESm&Sdygw,f? jrefrmtpdk;& t&m&Sdtqihfqifh[m w&m;Oya'rJhwJh 
vkyf&yfawGudk 2006 ckESpftwGif; qufvufvkyfaqmifcJh=uw,fvdk@ tpcsDazmfjyxm;wJh tJ'DtpD&ifcHpmrSm 
ppftpdk;&&J@ vl@tcGihfta&;csKd;azmufr_awGudk udkoufEkdifOD;/ rpkpkaEG;/ OD;at;jrihf/ udk0if;udk/ udk+zdK;aZmfvwf 
pwJh vlyk*~dKvftawmfrsm;rsm;&J@ "mwfyHkawG/ olwdk@&J@ ta=umif;jcif;&mawGeJ@twl azmfjyxm;ygw,f? 
 
tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sif&J@ ajymcGihf&yk*~dKvfwpfOD;jzpfwJh rpPwm bmqD;vf zmeJef;'dk; (Basil Fernando) 
u jrefrmjynf&J@tajctaeeJ@ ywfouf+yD;awmh - 
 
“jrefrmjynfu tpdk;&tzGJ@tpnf;tm;vHk;[m vlxkudk zdESdyfcsKyfjc,fwJhXmeawG 
jzpfaeygw,f? 2006 ckESpftwGif; wdk;wufaumif;rGefr_ bmwpfckrSr&SdcJhygbl;? 
'Drdkua&pDjyKjyifa&;u¾yJjzpfjzpf/ vl@tcGifhta&;u¾rSmyJqdkqdk/ 
vlr_b0awGrSmyJjzpfap taygif;vuQ%m bmwpfckrS rawG@&ygbl;Asm?” vdk@ 
ADtdkatudkajymcJhygw,f? 'ghtjyif - 
 
“tpdk;&tm%mydkifawG&J@ vkyfaqmifcsufudk w&m;0ifOya'abmiftwGif;u 
uef@uGufajymqdkcJhwJholawGudk jrefrmppftpdk;&u yHk}uD;csJ@ w&m;pGJ+yD; axmif'%fawG csrSwfcJhygw,f?” 
vdk@vnf;oluajymygw,f? 
 
'ghtjyif EdkifiHa&;eJ@ywfoufvdk@vnf; yGihfvif;vGwfvyfpGmvkyfaqmifr_ wdk;wufvmwmrawG@& 
a=umif; rpPwmzmeJef;'dk;u ajymygw,f? 
 
jynfolawGudkzdESdyfcsKyfjc,fwJhae&mrSm tpdk;&u olwdk@tjypfay;csifolwpfa,mufudk yxrOD;qHk; 
tusihfpm&dwWysufjym;ol/ t&ifu ysufjym;cJhzl;ol ponfjzihf tjypfyHkcs yHkazmfavh&Sda=umif;/ tJ'DaemufrSm 
tJ'Dyk*~dKvfeJ@ywfouf+yD; oufqdkif&m tpdk;&0efxrf;awGu pnf;urf;wuseJ@ Oya'abmiftwGif;u vdkufem 
aqmif&GufcJha=umif;/ vdktyfovdk tumtuG,fay;cJha=umif; xkwfjyefajymqdkavh&Sda=umif;jzihfvnf; tm&S 
vl@tcGifhta&;tzGJ@&J@ 2006 ckESpftwGif; jrefrmEkdifiH vl@tcGifhta&;csKd;azmufr_qdkif&m tpD&ifcHpmrSm azmfjy 
xm;ygw,f? 
 
jrefrmtpdk;&&J@ rw&m;tjypfay;r_cH&olawGudk avhvm=unfhwJhtcgrSm tJ'DvlawG[m omref tjypf 
rJhjynfolawG jzpfavh&Sd+yD; w&m;±Hk;awG&J@ yHkrSefpD&ifxHk;awGudk OayuQmjyK tjypfay;avh&SdcJhwmudk awG@&Sd& 
a=umif;/ jyifyowif;XmeawG/ tzGJ@tpnf;awGu tpdk;&&J@ rw&m;tjypfay;cH&r_/ vl@tcGihfta&;csKd;azmufr_ 
awGudk azmfxkwfajymqdkvm=uwJh tcgrsKd;awGrSmvnf; jrefrmtpdk;&tm%mydkifawGu apv$wfvdkufwJh 
ppfaq;a&;tzGJ@awG[m oufqdkif&mvlawG/ olwdk@&J@rdom;pkawGudk zdtm;ay;+cdrf;ajcmuf+yD; olwdk@vdkcsifwJhyHkpH 
jzpfatmif jyifqifxGufqdkckdif;avh&SdwmawG awG@jrif&a=umif;/ jrefrmjynfrSm vl@tcGifhta&;eJ@ w&m;Oya' 
pdk;rdk;a&;tavhtusihfawG rsm;pGmvdkaeao;a=umif; ponfjzifh 'Duae@xkwfjyefwJh attdyfcsftm&fpD&J@ tpD&if 
cHpmrSm azmfjyxm;ygw,f? 



4. 2006 tm&S 11 EdfkifiH. vl@cGifhta&;tpD&ifcHpm 
-- tm&ftufazat/ 24 'DZifbm 2006 
 
2006 ckESpftwGufjrefrmEdkifiH&Jhxl;jcm;wJhvkyfaqmifcsufawGudk pdppfaz:xkwf=unfhr,fqdk&if EdkifiHawmf 
tpdk;& t&m&Sd=uD;i,fawG&Jhpdwfxifwdkif;&mZ0wfr_usL;vGefaer_/ w&m;Oya'pdk;rdk;jcif;uif;rJhaer_eJ@ 
a=umif;usdK; qifjcifEdkifwJhtpdk;&r&Sdjcif;pwmawGudkyJawG@cJ@&w,fvdk@ attdyfcsftmpDvdk@ac:wJh 
tm&Svl@tcGifhta&; aumfr&Sifu ajym=um;vdkufygw,f? 
 
'Dta=umif;awGeJ@ywfoufjyD;OD;wifatmifcdkifuwifjyay;yg&Sif 
 
[kwfuJhcifAsm;? ? ppftpdk;&ucef@tyfxm;wJh &mxl;tqifhqifhrSm&Sd=uwJh tpdk;&t&m&SdawGusL;vGefwJh 
t=urf;zufr_awG/ &mZ0wfjypfr_awGudk attdyfcsftmpD vdk@ac:wJh tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;tzGJ@uae 
pepfwus rSwfwrf;wifxm;cJhw,fvdk@tJ'DtpD&ifcHpmrSmaz:jyxm;cJhygw,f? t=urf;zufr_awG/ Oya'rJh 
jyKusifhr_awGudkcHcJh&wJ@ jynfolawGtaeeJ@tm;udk;wdkifwef;zdk@ cufcJovdkyJ/ jypfr_usL;vGefolawGudk xdxd 
a&mufa&muftjypfay;wmvJr&Sdbl;vdk@qdkygw,f/ jrefrmjynftESH@tjym;rSm&JeJ@a'oqdkif&mtm%mydkif 
tzGJ@tpnf;awGu t&m&SdawG[m t&yfom;jynfolawGudkowfjzwfjcif;/ nSif;yef;ESdyfpufjcif;pwJhjyKrl 
r_awG[m wdk;vmaea=umif; jrefrmppftpdk;&[m olwdk@&Jhtm%m&SifwnfwH@atmif=udK;yrf;&mrSm tjrJvdk 
ajymaewJhpum;wckuawmh EdkifiHawmfwnfjidrfa&;qdkwJhpum;yJjzpfa=umif;/ jynfolawGudkpdwfvdkvuf& 
nSif;yef;ESdyfpufowfjzwfaer_awGqufwdkuf&Sdaea=umif;/ EdkifiHawmfwnfjidrfa&;qdkwJhpum;[m '¾m&D 
yHkjyif wyk'fvdkjzpfaejyD vdk@attdyfcsftmpD tzGJ@&Jh tpD&ifcHpmrSm a&;om;xm;ygw,f? 
 
a[mifaumiftajcpdkuftm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sif/ attdyfcsftmpD/ u'DtpD&ifcHpmudk =um\yaw; 
ae@u xkwfjyefcJhwmyg/ 2007 ckESpf ESpfopfa&mufawmhrJhtcsdeftxd jrefrmtygt0if tm&S 11 EdkifiHrSm 
t=urf;zufr_awG/ owfjzwfr_awG / nSif;yef;ESdyfpufr_awGudkavhvmjyD;tpD&ifcHpmjyKpkxm;wmjzpfygw,f/ 
tm&S 11 EdkifiHuawmh ygupPwef/ tdENd,/ b*Fvm;a'@&Sf/ oD&dvuFm/ jrefrm/ eDayg/ tif'dkeD;&Sm;/ 
armvf'dkuf/ zdvpfydkif/ xdkif;eJ@ uarŠm'D;,m;EdkifiH wdk@jzpfygw,f? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



5. jynfol@[pfwdkifESifh ywfoufI 
  
jynfol@[pfwdkif tifwmeufowif;pmapmifudk tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sifu jrefrmEdkifiHtwGif;w&m; 
Oya' pdk;rdk;a&; ESifh vl@tcGifhta&;qdkif&mudpP&yfrsm;udkod&SdEdkifap&ef wifjyxm;jcif;jzpfonf? w&m;Oya' 
pdk;rdk;r_r&SdonfhjrefrmEdkifiH.tajctaeudk tao;pdyfavhvmEdkifjcif;r&Sdao;yg/ ppftpdk;&.tkyfcsKyfr_atmufwGif 
vl@tcGifhta&;csdK;azgufr_rsm;ESifhywfoufonfh owif; tcsuftvufrsm; &&SdEdkif&efwm;jrpfuef@owfcsufrsm; 
&Sdaeonf? EdkifiHa&;tusOf;orm;rsm;/ +rdK@jya'oESifh tvSrf; a0;uGmonfhae&mrsm;wGifaexdkif=uonfh omref 
jynfolvlxkwdk@tay: vufwqkyfpm tm%mydkif wdk@u vl@tcGifhta&; csdK;azgufr_rsm;udk vkyfaqmifvsuf 
&Sdonf? &J/ a'oqdkif&mtm%mydkif ESifhw&m;&Hk;wdk@u omrefjynfolwdk@tay: Oya'rJhjyKusifhr_rsm;udk&ifqdkif=uHK 
awG@ae&onf? 
 
jrefrmEdkifiHtwGif;vuf&Sdjzpfysufaeonfh tajctaeESifh ta=umif;t&m rsm;pGmudk wdkuf&dkufwifjyaqG;aEG; 
ajymqdkr_rsm;r&Sdao;yg/ Oyrmtm;jzifh &Ju &dkufESufnSif;yef;jcif;cH&oltaejzifh rnfuJhodk@jyefvnf w&m; 
pGJqdkrnfenf;/ w&m;Oya'jyXmef;csufrsm;ESifhtnD/ usL;vGefolw&m;cHudk w&m;ol}uD;urnfuJhodk@ppfaq; 
qHk;jzwfrnfenf;/ w&m;Oya'rJhcsdK;azgufr_rsm;udk jynfolwdk@u &ifqdkifw&m;pGJqdkonfhudpP&yfrsm;/ atmifjrifr_ 
r&Sdonfhtcg vl@tzGJ@tpnf;tay:w&m;Oya'. tusdK;oufa&mufr_rnfuJhodk@jzpf vmrnfenf;/ 
w&m;pD&ifa&;onf ppftm%m&Sifrsm;. tm%mwnfjrJa&;udk taxmuftyHhjzpfaprnfh tajccHtkwfjrpf 
w&yfuJhodk@ jzpfwnf&Sdae ovm;ponfwdk@udk jynfol@[pfwdkifu oHk;oyfwifjyoGm;rnfjzpfonf?  
 
Towif;pmapmifonf jrefrmEdkifiHESifh tm&Sa'otwGif;jzpfyGm;cJhonfhvl@tcGifhta&;csdK;azgufr_rsm;ESifh 
w&m;Oya'pdk;rdk;a&; qdkif&mudpPrsm;udk us,fus,fjyef@jyef@avhvmod&SdEdkifap&efwifjyxm;jcif;jzpfonf? 
pmzwfolrsm;taejzifh w&m;Oya'pdk;rdk;a&;ESifh vl@tcGifhta&;qdkif&mudpP&yfrsm;udk jynfol@[pfwdkifodk@ 
ay;ydk@Edkifygonf? xdk@twljynfol@[pfwdkifowif;pmapmiftm; xyfqifh rdwWLul;,lI rdrdESifheD;pyfolrsm; 
xHodk@vnf;jzef@a0Edkifygonf?  
 
yxrt=udrfxkwfa0onfh jynfol@[pfwdkifowif;pmapmifonf tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&SifESifhquf 
oG,fonfholrsm;xH ay;ydk@jzef@a0oGm;rnfjzpfygonf/ tu,fIrdrdtaejzifhxdkpmapmiftm; yHkrSefvufcH 
&,lvdkygu atmufygvdyfpmtwdkif; qufoG,f&,lEdkifygonf?  
 
1? tm&Svl@tcGifhta&;aumfr&Sif. pmapmifrsm;&,lEdkifonfhpmrsufESmodk@oGm;yg? 
(http://www.ahrchk.net/phplist/lists/?p=subscribe&id=16) oif. tifwmeuf vdyfpm udk &dkufxnfh+yD;/ 
jrefrmEdkifiH udka&G;cs,fvdkufyg/  
 
2? xdk@aemuf tD;ar;vfjzifh jynfol@[pfwdkif t,f'Dwm odk@pmjzifhta=umif;=um;yg -- burma@ahrchk.net 
 
rdrdwdk@taejzifhoifay;xm;onfh tifwmeufpmydk@vdyfpmtwdkif; ydk@ay;&rnfhvdyfpmtwnfjzpfygu pmapmif 
rsm; qufvufay;ydk@oGm;rnfjzpfygonf?  
 



6. ANOTHER YOUNG MAN TORTURED TO DEATH IN POLICE CUSTODY 
 -- AHRC Urgent Appeals desk 
 
From: UA-023-2007, 24 January 2007 
 
The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has received details from the Yoma-3 News 
Service (Thailand) and other sources of the alleged death in police custody of another 
young man in Burma due to assault. According to his wife, Maung Chan Kun was taken by 
the police from his family's house in the Irrawaddy delta region on January 10. The next 
morning the police informed the family that he was in the hospital. When they went there, 
they found him dead, with severe marks to the body, and an apparently fatal injury at the 
back of the head. The police have said that he died due to malaria. The family has now 
made complaints calling for justice to the national authorities.  
  
According to the information so far received, 20-year-old Maung Chan Kun and his wife Ma Chan 
Nyein Khaing eloped from Ma-Ubin to his parents' house in Dawnachan ward of Pantanaw town 
on January 5. After they arrived, they registered with the local authorities that they were staying 
as visitors in the ward, which is required by law in Burma.  
 
However, around 12:30am on January 11, a group of eight police lead by Deputy Superintendent 
Soe Moe came to the house with a local government official and called Chan Kun for questioning 
purportedly in connection with the guest list, according to his wife.   
 
The next morning a police officer came to the house and told Chan Nyein Khaing that her 
husband was in the Pantanaw Township Hospital. When she went to the hospital she found her 
husband lying on his back upon a wooden bed frame in the cleaning room. His clothes were 
dishevelled and one arm was chained. He was already dead. There were injuries all over his 
body, in particular, an approximately one-inch-long hole at the back of the head from which blood 
emerged when his relatives moved his body to take it for autopsy, as no orderlies were around. 
There was also bruising from his neck to the backs of his ears, and on his face, sides and 
forearms. There was swelling on his right side.    
 
Burmese radio journalists who contacted the Pantanaw police station from abroad were told that 
Chan Kun was arrested because he had escaped from an army prison labour camp run by Light 
Infantry Battalion 304 in Thaton. This is denied by his wife. The police said that after he was 
brought to the station they had intended to send him to the Ma-Ubin Prison, but before that he 
had started to show symptoms of malaria so he was sent to the hospital. They denied that he was 
tortured or that he was chained while in hospital. Hospital personnel contacted said that they 
were not able to comment.  
 
Many persons saw Chan Kun's body at the hospital, and photographs and other details have 
been recorded in addition to the official autopsy. On January 14, Chan Nyein Khaing lodged 
complaints with the national and division council chairmen, home affairs minister and police chief. 
However, according to the latest information obtained by the AHRC, she was denied an attempt 
to lodge a complaint in the Pantanaw Township Court.  
 
Photographs of the victim's body in hospital may be viewed on the Yoma-3 website (text in 
Burmese). Please be informed that these photos are graphic and uncensored: 
http://yoma3.org/gallery/kochankwan.html 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
Unfortunately, most complaints of extrajudicial killing by police officers and other state officials in 
Burma end in failure. Among notable cases taken up by the AHRC have been: 
 
Maung Ne Zaw: allegedly beaten to death in custody by Special Anti-drug Squad police; his 
mother fled to Thailand after constant harassment and threats due to her attempts to obtain 
justice (UA-222-2006) 
 



Ko Thet Naing Oo: allegedly beaten to death by municipal officers and fire fighters in a public 
market; after his mother campaigned for justice, the police arrested and charged a group of 
innocent bystanders with his death (UP-064-2006, UP-060-2006, UA-097-2006) 
 
Ko Aung Hlaing Win: allegedly tortured to death by military intelligence; his wife lodged detailed 
appeals in the courts on the irregularities in his case, including the non-return of her husband's 
body (whom the state claimed died of a heart attack), but these were summarily dismissed at all 
levels, most recently by the Special Appellate Division of the Supreme Court (UA-110-2005) 
 
These are but a few of the many such cases going on in Burma. Remarkably, the key United 
Nations agency working on crime with an office in Burma, the UN Office on Drugs & Crime, in its 
2005 country profile claimed that there are "not even anecdotal reports of murders, rapes or 
kidnappings" in Burma and that "crime does not appear to be a major concern among the 
population" there. Letters sent by the AHRC to the office raising questions about this assessment 
and offering details of serious crimes where the police and other state officers are the accused 
met with no reply (AHRC-OL-030-2006).  
 
See further: AS-165-2006, AS-070-2006 and AS-015-2006.  
 
See also the 2006 AHRC Human Rights Report chapter on Burma, and visit the AHRC Burma 
homepage: http://burma.ahrchk.net.  
  
______________________________ 
 
SUGGESTED ACTION: 
 
Please write to the Minister of Home Affairs and other concerned persons below calling for an 
immediate investigation into the alleged death in custody. Please note that for the purpose of the 
letter, the country should be referred to by its official title of Myanmar, rather than Burma, and 
Irrawaddy Division as Ayeyarwaddy Division.    
 
Sample letter: 
 
Dear ___________, 
 
MYANMAR: Alleged death of Maung Chan Kun on 11 January 2007 due to assault in 
custody by Pantanaw Township Police Station personnel 
 
Name of victim: Maung Chan Kun (a.k.a. Maung Myint Thein), 20 years old, son of U Chit Htoo, 
resident of Dawnachan Ward, Pantanaw Township, Ayeyarwaddy Division (deceased) 
Complainant: Ma Chan Nyein Khaing, wife of victim, daughter of U Chit Tin, 2nd year economics 
student (distance), Ma-Ubin Township, Ayeyarwaddy Division 
Alleged perpetrators:  
1. Police Deputy Superintendent Soe Moe and seven subordinates of the Pantanaw Township 
Police Station 
2. Police Deputy Superintendent Htay Aung (duty officer in charge) 
Date of incident: 11 January 2007 
Place of incident: Pantanaw police lockup 
 
I am writing to express my dismay at the news that a young man allegedly died after being 
assaulted by personnel of the Pantanaw Township Police Station, Myanmar Police Force, on 11 
January 2007, and to seek your urgent intervention.    
 
According to the information that I have received, Maung Chan Kun and his wife Ma Chan Nyein 
Khaing travelled from Ma-Ubin to his parents' house in Dawnachan ward of Pantanaw town on 
January 5. After they arrived, they registered as visitors in the ward as required by law.   
 
However, around 12:30am on January 11, a group of eight police lead by Deputy Superintendent 
Soe Moe came to the house with the ten-household head and called Chan Kun for questioning.   
 
The next morning a police officer came to the house and told Chan Nyein Khaing that her 
husband was in the Pantanaw Township Hospital. When she went to the hospital she allegedly 



found her husband lying dead on his back upon a wooden bed frame in the cleaning room. She 
and many witnesses observed grave injuries to his body, in particular an approximately one-inch-
long hole at the back of the head. There was also bruising from his neck to the backs of his ears, 
and on his face, sides and forearms. There was swelling on his right side.    
 
I am informed that personnel of the Pantanaw police have said that Chan Kun died due to 
malaria, of which he started to show symptoms after being held in the lockup. However, I find this 
claim incredible and unbelievable in view of the other details of the case that have been brought 
to my attention.  
 
I am aware that the wife of the victim on January 14 lodged requests for justice with the Chairman 
of the State Peace & Development Council, Chairman of the Ayeyarwaddy Division Peace & 
Development Council, Minister for Home Affairs and the Director General of the Myanmar Police 
Force.  
 
I sincerely urge you to ensure that these complaints are acted upon and call for an immediate 
investigation into this alleged assault with a view to laying charges of homicide under section 
304A of the Penal Code against the perpetrators. At the same time, there should be preliminary 
and departmental inquiries to determine wrongdoing of all concerned persons with a view to 
laying further charges or taking other action as necessary against all state officials allegedly 
involved in the case.  
 
The loss of a young person's life is a tragedy which is compounded further when no redress is 
forthcoming. I note with concern that most such complaints made against state officials in 
Myanmar are unsuccessful, not for want of evidence but because the concerned authorities are 
unwilling to act upon them. This is despite the fact that under Part III of the Citizen's Rights 
Protection Law 1975 (Parliamentary Act No. 2/1975), citizens are entitled to lodge complaints 
where they believe that their rights have been infringed.  
 
I am aware that in recent times there have been a growing number of serious and substantiated 
allegations of deaths in custody in Myanmar. It is clear that this trend is causing growing alarm 
among the public which can only lead to greater instability, to the detriment of everybody. To 
address the trend it is necessary for you to give the public confidence that the authorities are 
acting to investigate properly and bring to an end such incidents through prosecutions and 
punishment of the alleged perpetrators, and by protection of witnesses and compensation for 
victims and their families.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
---  
 
PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS TO: 
 
Maj-Gen. Maung Oo 
Minister for Home Affairs 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Naypyitaw 
MYANMAR 
Tel: +95 67 412 040/ 069/ 072 
Fax: +95 67 412 016/ 439 
 
 
PLEASE SEND COPIES TO: 
 
1. Lt-Gen. Soe Win 
Prime Minister 
c/o Ministry of Defence 
Naypyitaw 
MYANMAR 
Tel: + 95 1 372 681 
Fax: + 95 1 652 624 
 



2. U Aye Maung  
Attorney General 
Office of the Attorney General 
101 Pansodan Street  
Kyauktada Township 
Yangon  
MYANMAR 
Fax: + 95 1 371 028/ 282 449 / 282 990 
 
3. Brig-Gen. Khin Yi 
Director General  
Myanmar Police Force 
Naypyitaw 
MYANMAR 
Tel: + 95 1 549 196/ 228/ 209 
 
4. Mr. Shariq Bin Raza 
Representative 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
11A Malikha Road 
Ward 7, Mayangone Township 
Yangon 
MYANMAR 
Tel: +951 666 903/ 660 556/ 660 538/ 660 398/ 664 539 
Fax: +951 651 334 
E-mail: fo.myanmar@unodc.org, shariq.raza@unodc.org, camila.vega@unodc.org  
 
5. Professor Paulo Sergio Pinheiro 
Special Rapporteur on Myanmar 
Attn: Mr. Laurent Meillan 
c/o OHCHR-UNOG 
1211 Geneva 10 
SWITZERLAND 
Tel: + 41 22 9179 281 
Fax: + 41 22 9179 018 (ATTN: SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR MYANMAR) 
E-mail: lmeillan@ohchr.org 
 
6. Professor Philip Alston  
Special Rapporteur on Extra-judicial, Summary, or Arbitrary Executions  
Attn: Ms. Lydie Ventre  
Room 3-016, c/o OHCHR-UNOG 
1211 Geneva 10 
SWITZERLAND  
Tel: +41 22 917 9155 
Fax: +41 22 917 9006 (ATTN: SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR EXTRAJUDICIAL EXECUTIONS) 
 
7. Prof. Manfred Nowak 
Special Rapporteur on the Question of Torture 
Attn: Mr. Safir Syed 
c/o OHCHR-UNOG 
1211 Geneva 10 
SWITZERLAND 
Tel: +41 22 917 9230 
Fax: +41 22 9179016 (ATTN: SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR TORTURE) 
 
Thank you.  
 
Urgent Appeals Programme  
Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) (ahrchk@ahrchk.org) 
 
 



8. BURMA: THE MYTH OF STATE STABILITY & A SYSTEM OF INJUSTICE 
 -- AHRC Human Rights Report 2006 (Part I) 
 

 
 
During 2006 Burma continued to be characterised by wanton criminality of state officers at all 
levels, and the absence of the rule of law and rational government. Throughout the year, the 
Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) documented violent crimes caused by state officers, 
and the concomitant lack of any means for victims to complain and have action taken against 
accused perpetrators.  
 
Three versions of violent crime in Burma 
 
In July 2006, staff persons of the AHRC were surprised to read the assertion in the December 
2005 country report on Burma of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) that 
 
“As in many tightly controlled and socially conservative societies, there is very little violent crime: 
not even anecdotal reports of murders, rapes or kidnappings. There is some petty crime, 
especially burglaries, but these tend [sic] to be non-violent. In general, crime does not appear to 
be a major concern among the population...” 
 
Similar statements were repeated elsewhere in the report: all of them contradict the findings of 
human rights defenders, independent journalists, lawyers and others which reveal that Burma is 
no exception from most other countries in Southeast Asia in that the primary cause of 
lawlessness there today is the violent crime committed by police, soldiers, local government 
officials and officials of mass-movement bodies, and paramilitary units.  
 
The AHRC immediately wrote to the UNODC, and in addition to citing cases, asked the office to 
identify the research, studies or other work conducted by its office that have led it to this 
conclusion. It also raised questions about the capacity of the UNODC to function effectively in 
Burma: 
 
“Where the police, state authorities and their accomplices are themselves responsible for 
perpetrating and instigating crimes with impunity, what possibility is there that other criminal 
activities can be addressed? How can the UN Office on Drugs and Crime expect to deal with the 
massive narcotics trade of Burma or ‘transnational organised crime’ with which it seems more 
concerned than day-to-day criminality when the state agents themselves are the planners and 
agents of killing, torture, abduction and cross-border trafficking? How can it expect to sincerely 
raise questions about violence against women and children or arbitrary detention without 
recognition of this reality? That violent crime by state officers is the primary cause of lawlessness 
in Burma appears to be an enormous and glaring omission from the work of your agency there.” 
 
The AHRC received no reply from the UNODC, and staff persons at the office who were 
contacted by broadcast journalists on the matter also declined to comment. However, a letter was 
received from the government’s representative in Hong Kong, Chan Kyaw Aung: 
 
“We would like to inform you that the accusations you described in the letter were groundless and 
exaggerated. It was mainly based on information obtained from anti-government elements or neo-
colonialists who just want to create unrest in our country for the sake of outside intervention. Our 
government’s position and policy toward law and order situation [sic] is very clear and well 
known... 
 
“In any country, legal action will be taken against those who violate respective law [sic] and 
regulations. You can not claim the law breakers as victims of Human Rights violation [sic].” 
 
In reply, the AHRC wrote that, 
 
“You argue that persons who violate a country’s laws should face sanctions. In fact, this is the 
essence of our letter to the UNODC. Where legitimate complaints of illegal actions are made by 



citizens against state officers, it is a duty of the state to investigate these, and where necessary, 
commence prosecutions. It is a duty of the state to put in place proper institutions to receive and 
investigate such complaints, so that the work will be credible and the public will have confidence 
in its outcomes. International organisations like the UNODC may be able to assist with money 
and training. 
 
“Unfortunately, at this time in Myanmar [Burma] no such institutions exist for credible 
investigations of state officers. Therefore, criminality is rampant among the police and other 
government officials...” 
 
Earlier, an unusual story had appeared in state-run daily newspapers. It said that a man identified 
as Wai Phyo Naung killed himself in a police lock up in Mandalay after being arrested for loitering 
in the early morning of March 25. According to the report, he had twisted his sarong into a rope 
and hanged himself from a bar in the ceiling at around 2pm on March 26.   
 
The report followed a press conference in which the chief of police emerged to answer questions 
together with the ubiquitous military officers. A journalist from a weekly crime journal asked him,  
 
“Due to the accusations of foreign media, there were suspicions among the public that some 
members of [the police] tortured and bullied the people. Are there any such incidents or not? If 
such incidents are found, is there any response? If there is any, to what extent action is taken 
against those who committed the incidents?” 
 
In reply, Police Brigadier General Khin Yi cited the case of Ko Thet 
Naing Oo, which had been widely reported on from outside the 
country and was by that time already well known to people around 
Rangoon. Thet Naing Oo was beaten to death by municipal 
authorities and reservist fire fighters in a suburban marketplace on 
March 17. They had set upon him after an altercation over his 
supposedly urinating in a public place. His mother’s attempts to 
obtain justice led to a special tribunal being established to examine 
the case. It operated behind closed doors and ended with some 
innocent bicycle rickshaw drivers being charged instead of the 
actual perpetrators. Thet Naing Oo’s friends were also taken into   Ko Thet Naing Oo 
custody and forced to go along with the government version of events.  
 
It was in the past uncommon for Burma’s tightly-controlled press to carry detailed rebuttals of 
individual cases of alleged abuse. But with more and more stories spreading of brutality by police 
and local authorities, the government seems to have decided that it is better to construct its own 
version of reality, rather than let others come up with it first. 
 
Interestingly, the style and content of rebuttal has more in common with that of governments in 
neighbouring countries of South and Southeast Asia than with the conventional propaganda to 
which people in Burma are accustomed. Specifically, it has two important characteristics. 
 
Firstly, the authorities portray the victim as a person of bad character. It is then understood that 
whatever happened, he somehow deserved it. Wai Phyo Naung is described as having had a 
record of loitering, been covered in tattoos, and apparently on drugs. “His brothers told police that 
he was a bad youth, never listened to his parents, and used to be on alcohol,” the newspapers 
reported. As for Thet Naing Oo, he was a former political troublemaker who got drunk and went 
looking for trouble. Both were socially undesirable. If they wound up dead somehow, it was no 
loss. 
 
Compare this with the language and mentality of the authorities in Thailand. When the 
government there organised the killing of thousands of alleged drug dealers in 2002, it set out by 
categorising them as people who deserved to die, who had nothing to contribute to the country. 
Likewise, over one thousand young men who were arrested outside Tak Bai District Police 
Station in Narathiwat Province during October 2004 were also described as drug users and 
hooligans, although these allegations were later shown to be baseless. And to the present day, 
reports on deaths in custody invariably dwell on the alleged wrongdoing of the deceased in order 
to distract attention from the actual issues. One way or another, the population of Thailand is 



reminded incessantly that bad people deserve bad things, and therefore, if something bad 
happens to someone, they must be bad. 
 
Secondly, the authorities portray their own personnel as disciplined and following regulations. It is 
then understood that whatever happened, it was not the fault of the police or other state officers. 
The policeman discovering Wai Phyo Naung is described as springing to his aid and calling for 
others to help. Although they rushed him to hospital, it was too late. An autopsy was carried out 
which absolved the police of wrongdoing, and the matter was reported to the magistrate. Correct 
procedure was fulfilled. Thet Naing Oo too, it is said, was immediately sent to hospital but could 
not be saved. Special inquiries into the case have followed, as required by law and 
circumstances. 
 
Compare this too with the case of Mousumi Ari in West Bengal, India. Mousumi was murdered by 
her in-laws in October 2003. However, because one of them had connections to the local police, 
the crime was made to appear as a suicide. The police, judicial magistrate and autopsy doctor all 
performed in the charade. The supposed separation of powers was reduced to farce. Only 
through the heroic efforts of the victim’s family and local human rights defenders was the struggle 
against lies won, and it was finally revealed through a later independent autopsy that the death 
was a murder. The perpetrators were charged, although none of the authorities responsible for 
the cover-up have ever been punished. 
 
Not even these few avenues exist in Burma. There are, as Brig-Gen. Khin Yi puts it, “lots of rules 
and regulations” with which the police are expected to comply. In fact, they are practically the 
same rules and regulations as in West Bengal, as a consequence of a shared colonial legacy. But 
lots of rules and regulations mean nothing without functioning, independent institutions to enforce 
them and provide redress to persons who suffer abuse. In Thailand, India and most other parts of 
Asia, these are few and far between. Those that exist, struggle to survive. In Burma, they are 
simply non-existent. There is no legislature. There is no competent judiciary. There are no 
independent government bodies. There are no international agencies with credible mandates to 
assist in reform. Nor is there any commitment to any of these. 
 
“If a row takes place involving a police member, he faces action under the police code of conduct, 
civil laws, and administrative action,” Brig-Gen. Khin Yi said. Were it so, Burma would be a 
dramatically different country from what it is today. While exceptional cases give cause for hope, 
such as the conviction of two police officers for rape, under existing arrangements they will 
remain exceptional. The norm will continue to be extrajudicial killings, torture and other gross 
abuses practiced by the police, army, local government officers and other officials with impunity. 
 
Violent crime by state officers 
 
The growing numbers of bloody assaults and killings of ordinary people by police and other state 
officers in the cities and towns of Burma are in fact exposing the myth of “state stability” that the 
military government there uses to justify its prolonged existence. 
 
The AHRC on July 7 issued an appeal on the alleged assault and subsequent death in police 
custody of Maung Ne Zaw, whose mother had fled to Thailand. Her son, she complained to the 
regional army commander, was stopped, illegally detained and beaten on the side of the road in 
Kachin State by Special Anti-drug Squad police on March 14. He died in detention on May 2, she 
said, after failing to obtain proper medical treatment. Even a post mortem examination was not 
possible. When she asked a doctor about cause of death he gave a range of implausible 
answers, from cerebral malaria to HIV, either out of fear or due to some tacit agreement with the 
police.   
 
News of Maung Ne Zaw’s death followed reliable reports that police in Yetashe Township in Pegu 
Division also murdered a young mother in their custody on June 19. Ma Nyo Kyi a 23-year-old 
who was living in Shwemyaing ward in Myohla town was reportedly arrested earlier by Police 
Deputy Superintendent Zaw Lwin and another officer while on her way home from a shopping 
trip. Her eight-month-old baby was taken into custody with her for a night, but sent back to the 
family in the morning. When the family brought the baby for feeding the police on duty said that 
Nyo Kyi had been sent to hospital after being found hanging in her cell. However, doctors who 
declared her dead reportedly found severe injuries on her head and back. According to local 



sources, the same township police also tortured a young man to death at the end of 2005 but had 
warned the family against taking any action. 
 
Soldiers taking responsibility for railway line security in the same township also allegedly beat a 
young man to death at the start of June. Twenty-three-year-old Maung Soe Lin Aung was the 
second person to be assaulted by the soldiers within a few weeks. In May, another young man 
was hospitalised after encountering the drunken troops on the wrong side of the tracks. 
 
Similarly, a 24-year-old woman reportedly suffered life-threatening injuries after being assaulted 
by a police chief in Kyimyintaing Township, Rangoon on June 8. Ma Khin Mar Lwin, a 
washerwoman living in Ohbo ward, was arrested after a housewife alleged that she stole some 
belongings. Having arrested her, Police Station Officer Ne Myo is alleged to have beaten Khin 
Mar Lwin so severely that her eardrums broke and her body was covered with bruises. She was 
also allegedly sexually abused by a family member of the accusing person. Upon her release, 
Khin Mar Lwin was purportedly offered money by the family member and local officials in order to 
stay silent about her ordeal. However, she is said to have refused the money and insisted that 
she would complain to higher authorities. 
 
Elsewhere in Rangoon Division a man was feared dead after disappearing from police custody. U 
Maung Maung, a 40-year-old from Dawpon Township, was taken for questioning on June 27 after 
his father died in an apparent accident at home. But when family members went to see him at the 
police station, they were reportedly told that Maung Maung had been taken to hospital, and then 
on July 3 that he had escaped from the hospital. The next day, Maung Maung’s son was 
summoned and threatened not to talk about his father’s disappearance or risk arrest also.  
 
Earlier in the year, Ko Aung Myint Oo suffered grievous injuries due to assault at time of arrest in 
Meikhtila, Mandalay, over a gambling case. Deputy Superintendent Aung Than Htay of and 
around 13 other officers are reported to have savagely assaulted the young man on January 18 
with various objects that they could find lying around the roadside, including sticks, rakes and 
bricks, until he fell unconscious. They later claimed that the victim had been brandishing a 
weapon; however, Aung Myint Oo had suffered from a stroke some three months earlier and was 
in no condition to pick a fight with the police.  
 
The extent of Aung Myint Oo’s injuries shocked the judge in the local court, who having read a 
prison sentence ordered the police to take the assault victim to the hospital, rather than to jail. 
However, the police allegedly disregarded the judge’s instruction and took Aung Myint Oo to 
prison. But when the prison wardens saw his condition, they also refused to accept him into their 
custody and also insisted that he should be sent to hospital. Still the police resisted taking Aung 
Myint Oo to hospital. Instead they took him to a local outpatient clinic. There too the staff said that 
they couldn’t treat his severe injuries and said to take him to hospital. Finally he was registered in 
the township hospital that night, with two broken ribs and severe injuries to his face and body. A 
week later the police came and forcibly removed him in shackles and handcuffs, despite protests 
from staff.  
 
After the AHRC issued an appeal on the case and it was reported on shortwave radio, a team of 
four police investigators headed by township Deputy Police Commander Ko Than Htun came and 
searched Ko Aung Myint Oo’s house and asked questions of his mother. She and his wife were 
subsequently called for questioning and repeatedly harassed and coerced, until they acquiesced 
to drop their complaints.  
 
Not only the police, soldiers and security units but also local council officials and other state 
officers have been implicated in bloody assaults ending in serious injury and oftentimes death. Ko 
Than Htike was reportedly beaten to death in a local council office by five officials on the eve of 
the new year. Than Htike had had a number of personal disputes with the Myothit ward chairman 
and his men in Ngathaing Chaung, part of the delta region, and they had called him in over his 
failure to pay dues for the upkeep of a local paramilitary unit. Elsewhere, Ma Aye Aye Aung and 
her husband were repeatedly set upon by local council members and their relatives in Meikhtila, 
Mandalay over a dispute about her parking her betel nut cart at the front of a restaurant owned by 
the council chairman.  
 
Together these cases--which are just a tiny handful of the total number occurring in Burma today-
-reveal a society not where authoritarian rule is successfully maintaining “the stability of the 



state”, as promised by its military regime, but rather a country where the rule of law is non-
existent and government officers are increasingly running out of control. The characteristics of 
violent crime by these state officers include the following: 
 
1. The victims are ordinary people targetted in common criminal inquiries: In Burma today it 
is unsurprising to hear that someone has been assaulted or killed over the alleged possession of 
a small quantity of drugs; supposed suspicion of petty theft; urinating in a public place, or 
otherwise doing anything that may cause offence to local officials. None of these are the sort of 
celebrated political cases for which Burma usually obtains attention. But they are the sort that 
affects the overwhelmingly large number of people in the country.   
 
2. The victims are mostly innocent: It is a feature of violence and other criminal or illegal 
actions committed by state officers against victims in Burma that the victims have nothing to do 
with the alleged wrongdoing, may only be tangentially related to the case or may themselves by 
the aggrieved parties who are being targetted as a counterattack to thwart their earnest attempts 
at obtaining some limited form of redress.  
 
3. The victims are often targetted due to personal grievances or out of favours to others: 
The victims of assaults or other illegal acts by the concerned authorities very often know their 
targets, or know someone who knows them and are doing that person a favour. A person may be 
assaulted because of connections between the police and a local family who believe that the 
person has wronged them, and the party to the case may even become involved in the assault. 
Khin Mar Lwin was assaulted by the police on behalf of a local family; a member of which was 
also allegedly allowed to get involved and sexually abuse her. Ma Aye Aye Aung was beaten up 
because she parked her betel nut cart at the front of a restaurant owned by the local council 
head. Deaths occur as a result of petty disputes between local officials and persons in their 
jurisdiction who have refused to follow some instruction or pay some amount of money.  
 
4. Ordinary criminal and judicial procedures are completely ignored: Where police are 
involved in the case from the start--as perpetrators or accomplices--or where they are brought 
into the case as investigators, they invariably ignore ordinary criminal procedures. Illegal arrest 
and detention, failure to inform of reasons for arrest or to inform family members of arrest, 
detention of minors and similar breaches of criminal procedure and police regulations are the 
norm. Maung Ne Zaw and his friends were illegally detained from the start. Ma Nyo Kyi’s family 
were not informed that she was taken into custody. Ko Aung Myint Oo was attacked because 
when he was first instructed by a police officer to go to the local station with him he was not given 
a reason and declined to follow. The Kyimyintaing police reportedly locked up a baby. Orders 
given by judges also show flagrant disregard for--or ignorance of--the domestic law and are 
determined strictly on the basis of instructions given from the executive.  
 
5. There is no concept of--or interest in--investigation methods: The only techniques known 
to the police and other authorities who take people into their custody are to detain and beat up. If 
they know the person and have a particular objective, this is the method to obtain that objective. If 
they are not sure who they have in their hands, this is the method to find out. They learn when 
their family members or others come who they are and how much they can get from them. They 
can decide whether it is more worthwhile to let the person go in exchange for cash or proceed 
with a case.  
  
6. The victims have no possibility of complaint and are instead made the targets of 
counter-complaints: Attempts to have a case opened are usually thwarted at early stages 
through a range of techniques, including open harassment and intimidation of the victim or family 
and counter-complaints by the authorities. Maung Ne Zaw’s mother repeatedly attempted to have 
a case opened against the police who killed her son. As a result, she was constantly harassed, 
she says, and finally fled to Thailand near the end of June. The vigorous efforts to get justice by 
Thet Naing Oo’s mother instead led to the arrest of some bystanders to her son’s killing: also 
poor and innocent civilians. Aung Myint Oo’s mother reportedly gave up attempts to register 
complaints against the police who assaulted her son and has since figured that if you can’t beat 
them, join them: in her case, by working an illegal lottery syndicate with the police sergeant who 
instigated the violence. And whereas there is a persistent interest in security and emergency laws 
in Burma to deal with dissent, it must be noted that in fact the common criminal law has within it a 
small arsenal of provisions that enable officials to counteract private complaints, including Penal 
Code sections 182/189 (false information with intent to cause public servant to use his lawful 



power to the injury of another person; threat of injury to public servant); 211 (false charge of 
offence made with intent to injure); 499/503 (defamation; criminal defamation); and 504/505 
(intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of the peace; statements conducing to public 
mischief).  
 
All of this is to say nothing of the very severe and violent conditions for internally displaced 
persons, refugees and others in remote areas and border regions of the country, who continue to 
be subject to some of the worst human rights abuses in the whole of Asia, mostly at the hands of 
the military. In October the Bangkok-based Thailand Burma Border Consortium reported that over 
a million people are now displaced in eastern Burma alone, with 82,000 forced from their homes 
in the last year, through the systematic destruction or forced abandonment of over 200 villages in 
the same period. Out of the million persons, over half are believed to be living in the jungles and 
hills due to “systematic human rights abuses and humanitarian atrocities”. 
 
 
 
9. ABOUT PYITHU HITTAING 
 
The Pyithu Hittaing e-newsletter is being launched by the Asian Human Rights Commission 
(AHRC) to open serious discussion on the links between rule of law issues and human rights in 
Burma. While Burma has been described as under the "un-rule of law", this has not been 
explored in any detail. Much of the talk about human rights in Burma is restricted to references to 
its military regime, political prisoners, and the worst cases of abuse that persistently occur at the 
hands of troops operating in remote areas of the country. It is not gone deeply into the 
experiences of most ordinary people in the country who are daily obliged to deal with powerful 
local police, administrators and courts.  
 
There are many things that are obvious to most people in Burma that have not yet been 
discussed directly. For instance, how is it that people who are beaten up by the police are the 
ones to be prosecuted? How can judges convict persons under ordinary criminal laws on grounds 
that have nothing to do with those laws? What are the effects on society when all attempts to 
lodge a complaint of abuse through the courts are unsuccessful? What happens when an 
administration system is staffed for generations with incompetents, and its foundations eroded by 
militarisation and patronage?  
  
Each edition of Pyithu Hittaing will concentrate on and explore one or two relevant cases and 
incorporate some wider analysis on human rights and the rule of law in both Burma and Asia. It 
will do this in a straightforward way. Readers are especially encouraged to write non-technical 
articles on practical problems of the rule of law and human rights for Pyithu Hittaing. You may 
also send copies of the e-newsletter to others.  
 
This first edition of Pyithu Hittaing is being sent to the entire AHRC mailing list. Subsequently it 
will go only to the Burma mailing list. If you wish to receive it but are not on the mailing list, you 
can  
 
1. Go to the AHRC subscription page (http://www.ahrchk.net/phplist/lists/?p=subscribe&id=16), 
enter your email and put a tick in the box next to Country List - Burma.  
 
2. Send an email to the editor at burma@ahrchk.net, with the subject SUBSCRIBE. 
 
You will receive a confirmation notice at your email address.  
 


